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49th EDITION OF VISIONS DU RÉEL, 13–21 APRIL 2018 
A PROGRAMME CHARACTERISED BY NEW TERRITORIES 

Visions du Réel, Festival international de cinema Nyon, unveils its programme: from 13 to 21 
April, the Festival will be exploring new territories in 174 films from 53 countries. A 49th 
edition marked by exclusivity, with 78 world premieres, 23 international premieres, two 
European premieres and 42 Swiss premieres. “The success of Visions du Réel is constantly 
growing, with an increase of 96% in attendance figures in six years. The coming edition is 
expected to be full of discoveries and topical discussions, simultaneously consolidating the 
Festival’s international strength and local anchorage,” rejoices Claude Ruey, President of 
Visions du Réel. The new Artistic Director Emilie Bujès proposes revamped sections, 
enabling in particular the programme to be more open to experimentation with new 
vocabularies, and emphasises the relationship between fiction and documentary, both in 
the programme itself and the specially invited filmmakers with their singular 
cinematographical approaches. Swiss films are well represented in the National 
Competition and through the other sections, with 27 Swiss productions or co-productions. 
Federal Councillor Simonetta Sommaruga will launch the festivities during the official 
Opening Ceremony on Friday 13 April at 19.30 at the Théâtre de Marens, in Nyon. Full 
programme and tickets: www.visionsdureel.ch/festival/programme 

New geographic, temporal and artistic territories 
The 2018 programme puts the emphasis on the exploration of new territories. Geographical territories, 
first, thanks to 174 films from 53 countries that will enable us to comprehend singular sites and places. 
The film presented during the Opening Ceremony on Friday 13 April at 19.30, Of Fathers and Sons, is an 
unprecedented and courageous immersion in the day-to-day family life of one of the founders of a 

branch of Al-Qaeda in Syria determined to 
impose Sharia law on his peers. Serbia is the 
country honoured by the Focus section and the 
rest of the programme this year has a more 
marked presence of American and British 
productions and those from Eastern Europe, 
Ukraine in particular. “We have noted a 
strengthened trend for international co-
productions”, emphasises Emilie Bujès, “which 
often leads to fertile and sometimes unexpected 
collaborations.” These are the kind of 
international encounters and collaborations that 
the Festival has been making a point of honour to 
stimulate for sixteen years with its Industry, which 
offers film professionals from all over the world a 

meeting platform, a film market and many pitching and networking activities. Almost 1,200 
professionals are expected, including the 139 filmmakers invited to Nyon to present their films to the 
public. 
 
New temporal territories, with a piercing look at today’s world via films and debates that echo highly 
topical concerns, in particular the debate on 20 April at 17.00 (free admission) entitled Après no Billag: 
Gilles Marchand et la SRG SSR en dialogue avec la branche audiovisuelle, with the presence of the 
Director General of SRG SSR (Swiss Broadcasting Corporation). 
 
New artistic territories finally, highlighted in the Festival’s new sections, which take an interest in current and 
innovative forms of documentary filmmaking: Burning Lights (competitive section) explores new vocabularies 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

and forms of writing; Latitudes (non-competitive) offers a space with greater freedom in terms of the 
programming and a panorama of current productions. “We paid particular attention to hybrid formats, to 
experimentation, to films weaving documentary and fiction together and we also decided to bring a little 
flexibility into the programme with the Latitudes section,” adds Emilie Bujès.  
 
Grand Angle Section: 10 films that will enthuse the audience and mark the coming year 
Grand Angle proposes strong films that will be screened throughout the Festival, from 13 to 21 April 
2018. The Pré-ouverture film (12 April), Anote’s Ark, is part of this selection competing for the Prix du 

Public. Silvana follows a Swedish hip hop artist 
whose music is driven by a committed feminist 
discourse. When Arabs Danced uses hope to 
question the many facets of Arab culture, 
specifically the place of dance. In the sporting 
vein, Time Trial recounts the last race and decline 
of British Tour de France champion David Miller, 
while Over the Limit follows a young Russian 
athlete’s harsh preparation for the Olympic 
Games. Sensitive and completely unprecedented 
perspectives in very closed circles: Of Fathers And 
Sons films without complacency the daily life of 
Syrian fathers and sons determined to impose 
Sharia on their peers; Golden Dawn Girls 

scrutinises from the inside the role of women in a Greek extreme-right party. To Be Continued and 
Happy Winter observe Latvian respectively Italian society with great humanism. The Prix du Public 
winner in 2015 (with My Love Don’t Cross That River), the director of Old Marine Boy continues to 
explore contemporary Korea and invites us into the home of a family with an extraordinary destiny. 
 
Out-of-competition screenings and special guests 
There will be some special out-of-competition screenings, such as Gotthard – One Life, One Soul 
about the eponymous Swiss group, Ryuichi Sakamoto: Coda, which draws a portrait of the very 
famous composer, notably of music for films, and InsideRisk – Shadows of Medellin, a film on the 
subject of a kidnapping in Colombia which invites the audience, in dialogue with the director, to 
decide upon and discuss the chain of events live during the film. Finally: Hors-Cadre, a series of films in 
virtual reality produced by RTS to be seen throughout the Festival.  
 
The three special guests, present at the Festival to give a Masterclass in parallel to the 
retrospectives devoted to them, will also enable us to see new territories with original 
cinematographical forms: Claire Simon (France) is the Maître du Réel this year; Robert Greene 
(United States) and Philip Scheffner (Germany) are the guests for the Ateliers. 
 
 
Full programme and tickets 
www.visionsdureel.ch/festival/programme 
 
 

Discover the official Visions du Réel trailer 
Directed by Korlei Rochat, images by Maxime Beaud, ECAL 2018 

https://youtu.be/K06vik5ts80 
 
 
Accreditation for media representatives 
www.visionsdureel.ch/en/industry/accreditations 
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